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FICTION 


By making the right decision one night, a 
poor girl of the Budayeen could 
change the destiny of the world around her 
BY GEORGE ALEC EFFINGER 
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This mathematician spent his 

early years wrestling odds to the ground 

In blackjack, roulette, and other 

Wall Street, the biggest gambling 
arena around, he really beat the dealer 
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PHOTOGRAPH BY WILLIAM COUPON 
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Hybrid sports: Competitors 
in these games need multiple talents 
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